
A BIT OF HISTORY
From tlio Pen of an Erudite West

Virginia Writer.

"DISTRICT OF WEST AUGUSTA''
¦VAGUENESS OP THE EARI.Y REF¬
ERENCES TO THE "DISTRICT"
CLEARED.SOME INTERESTING
FACTS.THE BOUNDARY LINES
.DESIGNATED BY THE LEGISLA¬
TURE ENCLOSED NO TERRI¬
TORY.IIOW TUB TERRITORY
WAS DIVIDED-OIIIO COUNTY
WAS A PORTION OP THE ORIGI¬
NAL AREA-IIU MAXWELL'S
CONTRIBUTION TO STATE HIS¬
TORY.

Special Correspondence of Intelligencer.
BEVERLY, W. Va., Juno 20.-The

early rccorda of tho territory now in-
JlclUcled in West Virginia contain fre¬
quent referenco to the "District of
West -Augusta,M but nt no jMflfce and at
nd time has there ever been published
eo far as I know, a clear statement of
what that district comprised, and what
its political statuH was. Perhaps no
such statement Is possible now; for
"West Augusta appears to have been an
uncertain quantity, nelthor Its begln-

vnlng, nor Its undlng being by processor
law. 3a this article I shall not under-
take to clear up tho vagueness of early
reference to and descriptions of the dis¬
trict, 'but shall endeavor to give a his¬
tory (perhaps Incomplete) of the acts
ef the Virginia assembly relating to the
subject; and I shall also aim to showSth'at the boundary lines, as designated
by the legislature, enclosed no territory,
because one sldevof the district was left
open. In the phruseology of surveyors,
"It failed to close."
In July, 1775. a "convention of dele-

gates", from the counties and corpora-
tlons of Virginia was held to provide for
the defense of the colony "In the pres¬
ent time of danger".the beginning of
the Revolutionary War.and It was re¬
solved that two regiments, of 1,020 men
eaclw should be raised To facilitate the
raising of the troops, and to proportion
them equally, Virginia was divided into
sixteen districts. One of the districts
was called West Augusta. This Is the
earliest, mention of West Augusta in
any legal proceeding or public docu¬
ment so far as I have found. The west¬
ern part of Augusta county was spoken
of as West Augusta before that time;
but the name seems to have been used
in a general way -for all the country-
west of the Allegheny mountains.

In the same month, July, 1775, the
Virginia assembly passed a. law requir¬
ing settlers in West Augusta to pay
taxes on lands claimed by them, al¬
though they had no patents. This ap¬
pears to have been the first mention of
West Augusta in an act of the Virginia
legislature. The district was not crea¬
ted by law, but after July, 1775, it was
frequently referred to In the laws as
passed by the legislature. On Mny 1,
1776,-an act was passed, allowing West
Augusta a delegate to the assembly; yet
ho bound or limit for the district had
been designated. An act passed at the
same session of the legislature. May,
1776, speaks of a sheriff and court for
"Syest Augusta; thus allowing the infer¬
ence that the district had n separate
court and separate sheriff. (See Hen-
ing'a Statutes, Vol. ix; p. 264).

I am satisfied that West Augusta nev¬
er had a court of its own. If It had. the
place where it was held would certain¬
ly be known, even If the records should
lie lost. Most assuredly no records of a
West Augusta court are known to be In
existence. In all probability, that which
was spoken of as the West Augusta
court was the regular, but somewhat
itinerant court of Augusta county. That
court was hard to keep track of at the
time, and it Is not to be wondered at If
confusion has resulted after the lapse of
a century.

Staunton was the lawful seat of
Augusta, but In 177-1 and 1775 Lord Dun-
morc^then governor of Virginia, made
much trouble, both for Virginia and
Pennsylvania, by seizing western Penn¬
sylvania and annexing it to Augusta
county. In February, 1775, the court
was moved from Staunton to Pitts¬
burgh, then called Fort Dunmore. The
next month the court was back in
Staunton again; and In the following
September it was again in Pittsburgh.
The confusion and controversy did not
end there, but without following the
matter further, it appears probable that
what was spoken of as the West Augus¬
ta court was only the western session of
the court which should have been held
in Staunton.
A In October, 1776, the first attempt was
made by the Virginia legislature to fix
the boundaries of the district of West
Augusta. The attempts succeeded about
bs well as the Englishman's who bound¬
ed the British empire as follows: "On
"the west by the Pacific ocean, on the
couth by the Antarctic Icebergs; on the
cast by the ends of the world, and on
the north by the Aurora torealls." With
an inadequate knowledge of the state's
geography, and in language vague and
ambiguous, the line between Augusta
county and the district of West Augus¬
ta is given thus: 'Heglnnlng on the
Allegheny mountains butween the head.',
of Potomac, Cheat and Greenbrier rlv-
ors, thence along the ridge of maun-

tains which divides the waters of Cheatfrom those of Greenbrier, and that'branch of the- Monongahela river, calledTygnrt's Volley river, to the Mononga-hel* river, thdnco up the said river and*the west fork thereof to BlnRorman'screek, on the northwest side ot the said
west fork, thence up the said creek tothe head thereof, thcnco in a direct
course to the head of Middle Islandcreelc, a branch of tho Ohio, and thencnto tho Ohio, including all the waters ofsaid creek In the aforesaid district olWest Augusta, all that territory lying'to tho northward of the said boundaryand 4o tho westward of tho state ofPennsylvania and Maryland shall bodeemed and Is hereby declared to bo Inthe district of West Augusta.
The language and punctuation of the

aliovo are quoted exactly from the law
as It pasied tho legislature. A. person
with a map of tho region before him
may cipher out what ho supposes tholawmakers Intended tho lino to be.Probably the starting place was meantto bo that point on tho present Pendlo-
ton county line whero Randolph andPocahontas have a common corner,thence following the dividing* ridge be-
twuen the Clrennbrler and Cheat, In a
southwesterly course to n point oppo-slte.tho head of Tygart's Valley, thencofollowing the dividing rldgo betweenCheat and tho waters of the Mononga-hela to Point Marlon, tho mouth otCheat;' thence up tho Monongnhela tothe mouth of tho West Fork, aboveFairmont; thcnco to the Ohio, as Is sta¬ted in the net as quoted. Vlrplnla wassupposed or claimed to extend north¬ward to Include much of Pennsylvania,and the Intention plainly was that WestAugusta should cover all of Virginia'sterritory In that quarter. But what was
the eastern and southeastern line ofWest Augusta? There was none. Tm«mediately after the district of WestAugusta was given a boundary (as wa3supposed), tho legislature cut it into

across Iho entlro eastern Hide",of Pfej-
ton/the eastern Randolph, twenty miles
wide and forty long, never were In
Wc«t Augusta. Tills territory wai still
AURUSta county. It has been cut tip,added to and taken from counties since
then; tut, so far ns 1 know, there never
his l)een an act of the leglilature (ak¬
in* It from Augusta. Of course, thi
question will never lie re-opened, nr.d It
exist* now ni a relic or a curiosity; but
tho title of Monongalia county to that
strip of territory was empty and un¬
founded. This strip wns sub-dlvlded
along with tho rest of Monongalia, and
In*1781 part of It was In Hnrrlson; In
17SC Harrison's part wan given to Ran¬
dolph; in 1818 the other pnrt was given
to-Preston, and In 18M a portion of
Randolph's part was given to Tucker,
and part Is still In Randolph. Should
the state of Maryland succeed In es¬
tablishing the head of the south
branch, Instead of the head of the north
branch, ns Its corner, th»* western line
of Maryland, from tho top of the Alle¬
gheny mountains to tho Pennsylvania
line, would follow almost exactly the
old enstorn boundary of the district of
West Virginia.

The sub-dlvlslon of 4he district Into
three counties, Ohio, Monongalia and
Youghlogheny In ^770, did not abolish
the district. These three counties then
formed tho district. An net of the Vir¬
ginia legislature wns passed In October,
1783, directing the sheriff of Monongalia
county to open polls at two places In
tho county for the election of a senator
and delegates for the district of West
Augusta. Tho polls were opened at
Rush's Fort, on Duckhnnnon river, and
at Morgantown. It should be stated
that prior to that time (In 1770 and In
17S0) two large tracts had been taken
from Augusta county and added to Mo¬
nongalia county, extending Monongalia
from Tygnrt's Valley to the Ohio river,
Including all or parts of Webster, Up-

GALVEZ'S BOMBAST.

U'antilhaSkf In Pull Flat ItctoriAmirN
mnndlrpvit Cnlimi Roll.

HAVANA, June 21..Scnor Oalvet,
president of tho colonial cabinet, has
closed the debates In the chambcr with
a mesaage to the deputlm, In which lie
repeated that he <lld not wish to nee au¬

tonomy established for Cubans or for
Spaniards, but for all (ho Inhabitants
o( the Island of Cuba.
Continuing, the president paid a trib¬

ute to the efforts of Captain General
Dlanco under the existing circumstances
and pointed out that the public offices
had been divided between Cubans and
Spaniard*. He concluded by saying:
"Let the sky fall Hat and sink us In

nn abyss before the daring foreign In¬
vader's foot trumples on Spanish soil."
Those wordo of Senor Oalvez were

warmly applauded by the deputies and
others assembled In the hall.
The Cuban congress then npproved the

address in reply to tho President's mea-
nape nnd to the messnge of the captain
general and the address was delivered
to the cnptnln general by the president
of tho colonial cabinet and three depu¬
ties.
On Friday morning last the United

States battleship Texan, It is announced,
endeavored to covcr the landing of an
American force nt Puntn. Cabrera, prov¬
ince of Santiago do Cuba, but, the offi¬
cial report odds, the Americans were re¬
pulsed by the Spanish troops under Col.
Aldea, with tho l<ws of several men.
The llrlng, it Is further asserted, latrted
half an hour.

It Is announced at the palace that a
Spanish guerrlllu force haa been en-
gaged with a body of insurgents near
tho railroad at Dagame, province of Ha¬
vana. Tho Insurgents, It appears, ex¬
ploded a dynamite bomb and the guer¬
rillas captured another and similar
bomb before It could be exploded, after
which the Insurgents ar^ paid to ha\v>
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iVSTOn'S MOUNTAIN BATTERY.

The famous Astor "battery has received Its Hotchlclss mountain howitzers. They are the finest field pieces of llpht
artillery that have ever been manufactured. Each field piece has a small silver plate Imbedded, on which Is Inscribed:
"Presented to the United States Government by John Jacob Astor."

three counties, Ohio, Monongalia and
Youghloffheny, anil gave them boun¬
daries. There Is no lack of evidence
that Monongalia wa3 understood to In¬
clude nearly all of Preston, all of Tuck¬
er as far east as Fairfax stone, and all
of Randolph east of Cheat mountain.
Yet, « strip of country, from the top of
tho Allegheny, across the present coun¬
ties of Tucker, Randolph and Preston,
to tho Pennsylvania line, was not
north of any part of the dividing line
between Augusta and West Augusta,
and therefore had never been In West
Augusta.nil of West Augusta fcelng
north of the line above referred to. Con¬
sequently, at least five hundred square
mllea of tho original Monongalia coun¬
ty, which the act of 1776 says was ta¬
ken from West Augusta, was not taken
from West Augusta, but was entirely
outsWo of It.east of 1L

If the starting point for the lino be¬
tween Augusta and West Augusta had
beerv taken forty miles further north¬
east, on the Allegheny, where the
Hampshire line then crossed, the dis¬
trict would have been enclosed. I sus¬
pect that the legislators believed that
they were starting at that point. As If
;vn«, they left a gap of forty mlle3. A
strip of country twelve miles wide

shur, Lewis, Harrison, Gilmer, Dodd¬
ridge, Ritchie and Wood.

In 17S4 Harrison was formed from Mo¬
nongalia with Its llrst county seat at
the residence of George Jackson, on

Buckhannon river. The next year the
county seat was moved to Clarksburg.
Youghlogheny county, one of the three
In which the district of West Augusta
was divided, soon ceased to exist. When
the line between Pennsylvania and Vir¬
ginia was fixed, it cut the county In two
parts, neither of which was large
enough for a county. Thereupon one
part was added to Virginia's counties,
the other part to Pennsylvania's. The
last mention of the district of West Au¬
gusta In the proceedings of tho Virginia
legislature seems to have been in 1783.
Fourth of July orators and others de¬

light In quoting Washington as saying
that, if driven by the British from the
seaboard, he would repair to West Au¬
gusta and raise tho standard of liberty,
and gather about him the n\en who
would defeat the invaders. The senti¬
ment is fine, but Washington said noth¬
ing about West Augusta. He said Au¬
gusta, and no doubt he meant every¬
thing In Virginia west of the Blue RUlgo
which included Kentucky, Illinois,Mich¬
igan, and all the surrounding region.

IHJ MAXWELL.

IIOBSON'S MBRRIMAC A MONUMENT.
With the United States flc-et blockading the entrance to Santiago harbor and Admiral Cervcra's fleeL hermetically

BMnlod up, tho Merrlmac, flunk by Rlchrriond Pearson1 Hobson, bids fair to remain a monument to his-bravery. When
Cervera tries to dvuaralto tho Morrlmoc and ejear the channel- for a night escape, Sampson pours a ton oI metal into
hls.'Xluyfc \

retired with losses. Tho Spaniards had
three men wounded
Another palace announcement set9

forth that six-Spanish sailors recentlysurprised an American camp near CayoPledra, not far from Cardenas, provinceof Mataneos, capturing "kitchen uten¬
sils and provisions."
But it seoms "other Americans ap¬peared, fired on tho Slumlords and pur¬sued them until they reached the-Span¬ish gunboat Diego, which was struck by

a Mauser bullet,"
Emperor Wllltnm'rt l«lral Tlimtcr.

BERLIN, June 21..The ofllcinl text
of Emperor William's speech to the com¬
pany of the Boyal Theatre, delivered on
June 16, was published to-day. The fol¬
lowing are extracts from his majesty'sremarks:
"Tho theatre should bo the Instrumentof the monarch and, like the Bchool and

university, work for the preservation of
tho highest spiritual qualities of our
noble German fatherland. The theatre
Is also one of my weapons,
"It 1h the duty of the monarch to in¬

terest himself In the theatre, as I havo
seen by the example of my father and
grandfather, for the theatre can bo animmense power In his hands.
"The artists must aid the emperor to

serve the cause of idealism, with firm
confidence in God, and to continue tho
fight against materialism and the un-
Germhn ways to which ninny of the Ger¬
man playhouses have, unfortunately,already descended," i
Tho general manager. In return for the

thanks, assured 1i1h majesty that tho
Royal Tlieatre would gnln new victories
for dramatic art under tho emperor'sguidance.

Dlnrovrrc»l Itv i» Womnn,
Another great discovers* has been

made, and that, too, by a lady In this
country. "Disease fastened its clutches
upon her, and for seven years she with¬
stood its BOverestR tests, but her vital
organs were undermined, and death
seemed immlnont. For three months
she coughed Incessantly, and could not
sleep. She finally discovered a way to ro-
covory. by purchasing: of us a bottle of
Dr. King's New Discovery for Con¬
sumption, and was so much relieved
on taking tho first dose that she sleptall night; and with two bottlCB, has
been absolutely curod. Her nnmo Is
Mrs. Luther Lutz." Thus writes W. C.Hnmnlck & Co.. of Shelby, N. C. Trialbottles free at Logan Drug Co.'s DrugStore
Regular size 50c and $1.00, EveryL)otlo guaranteed.

^ 4
If til* Unity It (.'titling Tcolli,I3c nuro and use that old and well-triedremedy, Mrs. Winslow's SoothingSyrup for chlldron toothing. It soothesthe child, softens tho gums, allays allpain, cures wind colic and Is tho bestremedy for diarrhoea. Twenty-fivoccntB a bottle. m-w&f

BOB MOOltE, of LaFayette, Ind.,nays that for constipation he has foundDeWltt'u Little Early Bisore to bo per¬fect. Thoy never gripe. Try them forstomach nnd liver troubles. Charles R.Goetzc, Market and Twelfth streets;Chatham Sinclair, Forty-sixth and Ja¬cob streets; A. B. Schoehle, No. COT Mainstreet; Exley Uros., Penn nnd Zane4ilrrwi(o> T}.v...i~ ii *

'A PATRIOTIC PRINCE.
TrouhetJkol, the Husband of Aracllo RIvcs, is Working Hard tor Ua

Prinoo Troubetzkol la .one of the sights |
of Washington. Ills claims to dlBtlnc-
Hon arc so manifold that It Is Impossblo
Co cmilmcrato them, but tho chief one Ih
hie patriotism. Though born In Italy
and educated abroad he has entered Into
the spirit of the war, and la earning
many n dollar for our cause.
Tho prince Is a famous athlete, and ut

tho entertainments which swell Wash¬
ington society Ih giving he poses for the
benefit of the Red Cross. Prince Trou-
botzkol Is also an actor, and takes part
In private theatriculs, on special occa¬

sions.
His special mission In Washington

DULL AND UNINTERESTING
It the Debate on Elnwallon Annexation

lia lite Senate.
WASHINGTON, June 21..Interest In

the occasion of Hawaiian annexation
which Is proceeding In the senate al¬
ready has begun to flag. Early In the
present session the senate debated the
question behind closed doors for six
weeks. During that time a majority of
the speakers were accorded close atten¬
tion. It Is evident from- the proceedings
to-day that the senators will not become
enthusiastic over arguments which are
not now new to them. To-day Mr.
White, (Dem., Cola.), the leader of the
opponents of annexation, spoke for
three hours and a half. His argument
was skilled and was presented with ora-
torlcal ability, but It failed to command
the attention of the senators It really
deserved. Mr. White had not concluded
his argument -when the resolutions were
laid aside for the day. He will resume
his speech to-morrow and probably will
occupy the entire day.
Mr. Mitchell, (Dem., Wis.), opened the

discussion to-day with a brief speech in
opposition to the resolution.
Among the bills passed was one pro¬

viding severe penalties for the malicious
injury or destruction of submarine
mines, torpedoes, fortifications or other
defences.

Death of.Tuilgc Keren ton.
Special Dispatch to tho Intelligencer.
CHARLESTON, W. Va., June .21..

Judge James It Ferguson, one of the
leading lawyers of the state, died "hero
to-day, at the age of eighty-two years.

thin spring nnd summer has been the
pursuit of his profession. He |s a
painter of no mean ability, one whowat
for several seasons the pet of London
society. Ho paints women mngnlfl-
cently, but. strange to say. ho will not
paint his wife. lie declares that hlu
brush has never been able to do Justlco
to her. »

Prince Troubetzkol married the writer
Amclle Rives a year ago, and Is Ataer-
Icanlsing himself on her account. His
mother was an American Indy who mar¬
ried a Russian. As her health was poor
the family lived In Italy, whero the
prince was born.

Judge Ferguson was recognized as anauthority on constitutional law andheld a place prominent among the Jur¬ists of West Virginia.

POWDER WORKS BURNED.
llcllrvert to Ilnr* CIrrn the Work of En*

mlr« of tltc <?orrrnmcnt,
CINCINNATI, Ohio,June 20.-The fin¬

ishing department of the King Powder
Company,located at Kingsvllle, in War¬
ren county, was destroyed last night In
a manner leading to the belief that It
was the work of enemies of the govern¬
ment. The building In which was stored
a quantity of smokeless powder, had
evidently been fired by two men near

midnight, one of whom was badly burn¬
ed and had been apparently dragged
away from the burning building, by hi?
companion, who then ran away in the
direction of South Lebanon.
Smokeless powder in the condition it

was in this department does not ex¬

plode like ordinary powder with a flash,
but breaks Into a bright light, and
burns for some time. The great light
attracted citizens, and some of thew
met a stranger going toward South Li-
banon. The Injured man was taken in¬
to custody. He is apparently a foreign¬
er, but is so badly injured that he can
scarcely talk. The powder burned was
not for the government, and the money
loss in Inconsiderable, perhaps $2,001
This company has a contract to supply,
the government* and this Is thought to
"be the reason Its destruction was at»
tempted.
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FAC-SIMILE
SIGNATURE¦£\regdab!cPrcparationforAs-slmilatlrig ihcToodaiulHci'tila-

ling iheStomodisondBovclsof

PromotesDigcslion.Checrful-ncssaftdncst.Contalns neither
Opium,Morphine norlfineral.
NotNakcoxsc.

OP EVERY'

BOTTLE OFHhw,S,

ApcrfcctRemedy forConstipa-tion. Sour Stomach,Diarrhoea,Worms .Convulsions,Fcvcristi-
ncss andLoss OF SlEEK

Tac Simile Signature of

new york.

Ttoti:-
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tXACT COPTOF WRAPPER,
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whose house is conspicuously clean, whose work worriesher least, whose leisure time is greatest, how she manages.The chances are ten to one she will answer:
" I do all my cleaning with

Sold by oil grocers. Largest package.greatest economy.THE N. K. FAIRBAN it COMPANY,Chicago. St. Louis. New York. Boston. Philadelphia.

GOLD DUST.

Ciwtorla io put up In or.e-»lio fcattlM cn^{' i»

la not sold la balk. Don't alio* "J'5* ..

you anytMug elio oa the plea cr
^

poro." .SwT'Bco that yoa got O-A-E-l-


